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C O M I N G  

U P  I N  O U R  

S C H O O L S  

April 25—LC Math Night 

April 27—Kinder 
Round Up 

April 28—Astor Spirit Day 

April 29—Fishing Derby  
Coffenbury Lake 

May 2/4—Senior Project 
Presentations 

May 29—Memorial Day—No 
School 

 

June 15—Last Day of School—3 
Hour Early Release 

Throughout the 2016-2017 school year Astoria School District staff and school board members have 
provided presentations on the District’s new strategic plan.  The presentations have been to parent 
groups, Clatsop Community College, local civic groups, and government entities.  To date District staff 
have completed 11 presentations. 
 
The presentations provided opportunities to information about different programs and priorities of 
the school district as well as to show the different groups how they become engaged in student’s edu-
cation.  The presentations have been well received and more community members have a better un-
derstanding of the programs offered students as well as learning opportunities for students. 
 
When the District created the strategic plan, staff provided specific criteria that will be reviewed at 
least twice a year.  This criteria included the following: 

All of our students attend school regularly. 
All of our youngest learners begin school kindergarten-ready. 
All 2nd graders are reading at or above grade-level by the end of the year. 
All 5th graders are at grade-level in Reading and Math by the end of the year. 
All 8th graders are Algebra-ready and are on-grade level in Reading by the end of the year.  
All 9th graders are on-track with at least 6 credits by the end of the year. 
All of our students successfully graduate from Astoria High School. 

 
During the month of January Astoria School District staff reviewed data associated with the areas out-
lined above.  You can see the mid-year strategic plan review by going to www.astoria.k12.or.us. 
 
To summarize the report students in Astoria School District are showing growth in 2nd graders reading 
at or above grade level, 5th grade students at grade level in reading and math, 8th grade students who 
are Algebra-ready, and 9th grade on track.  The significant findings of the report the District staff re-
viewed in January is the improvement students have shown is above and beyond the where stu-
dents were learning at the end of last year.  We expect more growth in the last months of school. 
 
The main areas of concern continue to be student attendance.  In all four schools in the Astoria School 
District over 19% (higher in some schools) of students are chronically absent. This means over 19% of 
the students are missing close to a fifth of school.  District staff will continue to address student 
attendance.  Another area that the District will continue to work on is getting our pre-kindergarten 
students ready for kindergarten.  Each year Astoria School District staff provides a kindergarten assess-
ment to incoming kindergarteners and over the last two years the data shows that students are not 
ready to begin academically for kindergarten.  Astoria School District is addressing this issue by 
starting our own preschool program at Gray School.  Currently the preschool program at Gray School 
has 16 students in enrolled in the program.  This program is funded through a grant from Oregon De-
partment of Education Early Learning program.  We hope in the future we can expand this program to 
have more four year old students enrolled.  The Astoria School District Board of Directors is also focus-
ing on getting students kindergarten ready.  District administrators will be presenting to the school 
board in June three priorities to work on for the 2017-2018 school year to help address this issue. 

The last day of 
school for  
students is June 
15. 

http://www.astoria.k12.or.us


 

The annual fifth grade “Operation Bunny Suit” field trip  
occurred March 20th at Columbia Memorial Hospital.   
 
Fifth grade students from Lewis and Clark spent the day 
learning about the many job opportunities that our local hos-
pital provides for our community.  Of course the main attrac-
tion every year is when each student gets to dress up in full 
surgery gear and perform simulated operations with the as-
sistance of larger than life professionals by their side.   
 
Always a highlight of the school year, students now have a 
better appreciation for how a hospital works, and some pret-
ty exciting ideas for future medical careers!   

A Fun Filled Day of Activities at the Museum 
Nate “the Great” Sandel, the education coordinator at the 

Columbia River Maritime Museum, opened up the doors 

to the museum and put together a fantastic day for all the 

LC fourth grade students.   

With help from museum staff members and volunteers, 

the excited students were able to build solar buoys using 

tin cans, construct boats with pre-cut wood, tour the 

lightship, search for distress flags in a scavenger hunt, 

build floatation explorers and even navigate them in  an 

inflatable swimming pool.  “Building the floating boats 

was awesome,” commented one of our budding engi-

neers.  “My boat didn’t sink, so I guess that was a good 

thing.” 

Along with the parent volunteers that helped shuffle the 

kids from station to station, the Lions club put together a 

barbeque lunch. It was great to explore and take ad-

vantage of the wonderful resources in our  own backyard. 

Pictures of the event are here! 
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http://www.astoriaschoolfoundation.org/Lewis-and-Clark/LC-2010-Present/LC-2016-17/i-HDDTnLH
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 Kindergarten Round Up Scheduled for April 27 

Parents of incoming kinder-
garten students who are 
living in the Astoria area 
are invited to Astor Ele-
mentary School’s 
“Kindergarten Round-Up”. 
Please join us on Thursday, 
April 27th at 4:00 p.m. or 
6:00 p.m. in the Astor 
School gym at 3550 Frank-
lin Ave. Parents and students will have the opportunity to 
meet the principal, the school nurse and other personnel 
providing services to kindergarten students. Student’s will 
take a tour of the school, a kindergarten classroom, and be 
able to take a short bus ride! 

Kindergarten students must be five years of age on or before 
September 1, 2017.  Parents need to bring a copy of their 
child’s birth certificate and immunization record.  For more 
information please call Astor School’s office at 503-325-6672. 

 

ASD  Receives Food Service Equipment Grant 
 

Astor Elementary and Lewis and Clark Elementary have re-
ceived a grant for a new combination oven and steamer for 
the National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance 
Program.  Astoria is the only school district in the state to 
receive two grants for this program.  With the new equip-
ment both Astor and Lewis and Clark will have the ability to 
cook certain meals at their school that they have not been 
able to do so due to a lack of equipment. The District expects 
the new equipment will allow for varying menu items and 
fresher food for students to eat.  Both of the new combina-
tion oven and steamerequipment will be ready to use in the 
fall 2017 at both Astor and Lewis and Clark Elementary. 

 

2017-2018 Academic Calendar Available 
 
The Astoria School District Board of Directors adopted 

the 2017-2018 Academic Calendar 
at the regular board meeting on 
April 12, 2017.  To view the 2017-
2018 Academic Calendar please 
go to www.astoria.k12.or.us.  

 

 

 

 

Recently the fifth grade student council and Mr. 
Luhrs class went on a field trip that took them 
throughout the state of Oregon!   
 
Their first stop on the trip was Portland State 
University where students toured the campus, 
and saw the many opportunities that await them 
if they work hard at school and get to go to the 
“big” university!   

Their travels then took them to the Oregon  
capitol in Salem.  Students toured the capitol 
building, while learning about its history, and 
how the state government works.  This brought 
together many weeks of discussion the fifth 
graders have had about government in their clas-
ses.   
 
As a final stop, students were able to have some 
fun at OMSI, which was highlighted by the fea-
tured exhibit “The Art of the Brick” by Nathan 
Sawaya.  Students had the opportunity to see 
many of Nathan’s real Lego sculptures first 
hand, and get to look at many of the other exhib-
its OMSI has to offer.   
 
Add a pizza stop at Scappoose and some bus 
time to hang out with friends, and students expe-
rienced a field trip that they will remember for a 
long time to come! 
 

A Road Trip to Remember 

http://www.astoria.k12.or.us/
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Building a Plan for the Future of Our Buildings 

 

On April 12, 2017 the Astoria School District Board of 
Directors approved a Response for Proposal (RFP) for 
the District to complete a facility assessment and a long 
range facility plan. The facilities assessment and subse-
quent facilities plan will include two elementary 
schools, one middle school, one high school, the district 
office, transportation/maintenance facilities as well as 
water and sewer systems, parking lots, grounds and 
athletic fields.   
 
The school district has a facility bond that expires in 2018.  The facility assessment and long-range 
facility plan will provide the District information about current facility needs and also a timeline and 
plan to upgrade facilities.  The plan will serve as a foundation for the development of a bond possi-
ble bond proposal. The facility assessment and long-range facility plan is scheduled to be complete 
in January 2018.   
 
Astoria School District Board of Directors and staff are committed to proving facilities that are safe 
and a positive learning environment. 
 

Lower Columbia Hispanic Council Supports Our Students 

The Astoria School District Board of Directors recognized the Lower Colum-
bia Hispanic Council at their regular board meeting on April 12, 2017. 

The Lower Columbia Hispanic Council is a non-profit organization dedicated 
to serve the Hispanic community of the Lower Columbia River region. Their 
goals include promoting and strengthening the health, educational and cul-
tural levels of the Lower Columbia Hispanics, and to helping the Hispanic 
community raise their standard of living. 

The Lower Columbia Hispanic Council has been a great resource for our com-
munities Hispanic families and students that we serve in the Astoria School 
District.  Along with being a positive resource for our Hispanic families the 
Lower Columbia Hispanic Council has been strong partner with ASD.  The support provided the school district includes as 
a grant partner for resources to help District students and also a sounding board for District staff to support Hispanic 
families. 

The ASD Board of Directors would like to recognize and acknowledge the work and dedication of Jorge Gutierrez, who is 
the Executive Director of the Lower Columbia Hispanic Council.  Jorge and his team are consistently available as a re-
source for school district staff.  We appreciate the dedication and commitment Jorge has provided to our overall com-
munity and specifically to our Hispanic families. 

ASD staff, students and parents appreciate the strong partnership with the Lower Columbia Hispanic Council and look 
forward to continuing this partnership for many years to come. 

 



 

Hampton Affiliates Contributions Increase Student Skills 

The Astoria School District Board of Directors recognized 
Hampton Affiliates, Lois Perdue (Plant Manager Warrenton 
Site) and Cliff Tuttle (Special Projects) at their March 9, 2017 
regular board meeting.   
 
Over the last year and a half ASD has created and thrived in a 
partnership with Hampton Affiliates.  Through this partner-
ship the school district was able to attain a Career and Tech-
nical Education grant for over $280,000 through the Oregon 
Department of Education that provides Astoria High School 
students with technology and engineering skills that will pro-
vide them with real life technical skills.  In addition, with Cliff 
Tuttle and Lois Perdue’s leadership Hampton Affiliates has 
created a summer internship for 4 to 6 Astoria High School 
students that will provide students with valuable job seeking 
skills, work experience and the opportunity to learn technical 
skills needs at a mill site.   

The School District’s work with Hampton Affiliates, Lois Perdue, and Cliff Tuttle has provided district valuable infor-
mation students need to be successful employees.  District staff have learned that the “soft skill” students need to be 
a good employee are just as important as the technical skills on a work site.   

ASD staff and school board appreciate the time, effort, and willingness of Hampton Affiliate, Lois Perdue, and Cliff 
Tuttle in supporting our students.  Although this partnership is in the beginning stages,  we look forward to continuing 
to build this partnership in the years to come. 

 

Science  Fair Bubbling with Student Experiments    
The sixth grade had a science fair where every sixth grader was able to pre-
sent their unique experiments. Students spent a month getting ready by 
asking questions, doing research, writing a hypothesis, making posters and 
writing speeches. Giant posters explaining their discoveries ranged from 
making stalactites and blowing up a watermelon to growing plants with no 
sunshine and carbonating different types of drinks. The science fair was very 
exciting and an incredible learning experience for students and parents.  

Lois Perdue – Hampton Plant Manager, Cliff Tuttle – Special Projects, 
and Jeanette Sampson – ASD Board Chair 

The Astor Elementary School 2017 Talent Show will be held in the big 
gym at Astor Elementary on Wednesday, May 17th . If your student has a 
talent to share with the rest of school (usually something they have al-
ready been practicing , not just starting for the Talent Show), please look 
for a permission slip coming home soon.         

Auditions and practices will begin mid-April and your child's specif-
ic days/times will be sent home ahead of time.  There will be several op-
portunities to practice beforehand. Thank you for your support & re-
member to practice their skills at home! 

The Talent Show is coming!  The Talent  Show is coming! 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

On Tuesday, April 11th students from the classes of 2018, 2019, and 2020 participated 

in the Forecast Fair for the upcoming school year.  Teachers presented descriptions of 

courses, outlined class request procedures, and answered questions from students 

regarding particular classes and interests.  Forecasting was then independently com-

pleted by students online via their StudentVue accounts, selecting 14 classes and at 

least 5 alternates for the upcoming school year.  Some of the new courses being 

offered next year are:  FAST (Flexibility Agility Strength Training), Art for Wellness, 

Contemporary Novels, and Theater Lit.  For more information on course descriptions, graduation requirements, and the 

forecasting process, please see the following link. 

https://sites.google.com/astoriak12.org/ahsforecasting/home 
 

County HS Artists Showcase their Creativity 
On Saturday, April 8th, the AVA (Astoria Visual Arts) hosted 

the first annual Clatsop County High School Art Exhibition. It 

was held at the Lovell Showroom in downtown Astoria, and 

featured artwork from 9-12 grade students from Astoria High 

School, Warrenton High School, Knappa High School, and Sea-

side High School.  

Artists submitted work in late March; the AVA then had three 

local professional artists jury the artwork and select the pieces 

for the show. In all, there were over 100 pieces of art sub-

mitted for the show; the jurors selected fewer than 50 for the exhibit. Thirteen Astoria High School 

students were selected for the show, with entries including acrylic paintings, watercolors, drawings, 

and mixed media pieces.  

Additionally, on the Friday prior to the exhibit, one of our AHS students--Elizabeth Roe--was fea-

tured on Carol Newman's radio show "ARTS LIVE!" to celebrate and promote the event. It was her 

first time on live radio, but she spoke eloquently and positively about her art and the exhibit.   

Lastly, the AVA chose to honor the three pieces that they believed were the "best" high school work 

from Clatsop County. Astoria High School had two artists finish at the top. Kira Barela was honored 

in second place for her mixed media piece and received $50. Liz Roe was chosen as the top artist for 

her pen and watercolor piece and received $100. Both are to be commended for their accomplish-

ment! 

https://sites.google.com/astoriak12.org/ahsforecasting/home
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Astoria Rotary honored two Astoria High School students as Astoria Rotary Students of the Month for April at 
their April 17, 2017 Rotary Meeting.  The students honored include Claire Albright and Elizabeth Roe.  Astoria 
Rotary will select Rotary Students of the Month during the school year from juniors and seniors from Astoria 
High School and Knappa High School.  To be selected for this award students must be in good standing in school, 
involved in the community, involved in school and community activities.  Students are also evaluated based on 
the criteria of the Rotary Four-Way Test which is an ethical guide for Rotarians to use for their personal and pro-
fessional relationships.  This four-way test includes: 

Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

Claire Albright is a junior at Astoria High School.  Claire’s parents 
are Chuck and Molly Albright.  Claire is involved in the AOL Club 
and Spanish Club. Claire has lettered three times in soccer and 
also enjoys playing club soccer.  This year Claire was also on the 
Astoria High School swim team.  Claire intends to attend college 
somewhere in Oregon and has yet to select a major. 

Elizabeth Roe is a senior at Astoria High School.  Elizabeth’s par-
ents are Travis and Amy Roe.  Elizabeth is involved in Key Club, 
Spanish Club, Chinese Club, Art Club, and Clatsop Cultural Coali-
tion.    Elizabeth is very involved in Art and has painted murals at Astoria High School and Gray School.  Elizabeth 
plans to attend Clatsop Community College next year and plans to transfer to a four year university in Oregon. 

Rotary Students of the Month receive a certificate and a gift certificate to the Rusty Cup. 

Astoria Rotary meets on Monday at Noon at the Elks in Astoria. 

Six Astoria High School seniors were recognized at the annual Jerry Westerholm 

Scholarship Banquet on Wednesday, April 5th at the Astoria Elks named in honor of 

longtime Seaside High School teacher, coach, and and Athletic Director Jerry Wester-

holm.  Minimum requirements to be considered for this recognition and scholarship 

are a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.50 and having earned at least one 

all-league honor in varsity athletics in the Cowapa League  

The Astoria High nominees for this year’s scholarship were Rachel Simmons, Shrida 

Sharma, Kyle Strange, and Fridtjof Fremstad.  The Astoria High finalists for this schol-

arship were Olaf Englund and Natalie Cummings.  Three scholarships were awarded 

during the banquet.  These recipients each received a $500.00 scholarship.  The three 

scholarship winners this year were Olaf Englund from Astoria, Hunter Thompson from 

Seaside, and Anna Klein from Banks  

Englund Honored at Sports Banquet 





Short and Sweet News 

Wellness Walkers Trek Across the Country and More 
How many steps did 135 ASD staff members walk during the recent walking competition?  

62,000,000 (That is the equivalent of one person walking from Astoria to Boston 12 times) 

Which school won the competition?   

All 24 Lewis and Clark participants finished the challenge of walking from Newport to Astoria. 

Who had the most steps? 

Kari Marsh from AHS had 1,553,181 steps. 

The OEA Choice Trust sponsored this challenge and other great wellness programs this year 

aimed at helping to keep our ASD staff healthy and wise! 

Love and Logic Classes Offered to the Community 
Love and Logic classes show adults how to discipline kids without losing their love and respect. 
 
We focus on helping children develop personal responsibility, self-control and good decision making skills. 
 

When:  April 20th—May 25th ( Six Weeks)   5:30—7:00   Free Dinner Provided 

Where: John Jacob Astor Elementary 

Cost: $15 to cover the cost of materials 

Contact: Deana Nunnemaker, LC Counselor or Meche Brownlow, Astor Counselor 

North Coast Food Web Provides Free Produce for Students 
Did you know that each week Astoria High School receives a basket of fresh produce that's free to 

all students? Local non-profit, North Coast Food Web in partnership with Astoria Co-op Grocery 

drops off organic fruit such as bananas and apples each Monday of the school year. The basket is 

located in Assistant Principal, Liane Donovan's office." I think that students enjoy a healthy snack," 

said Donovan, "I also think it helps students come to the assistant principal for something positive, 

which is a great thing."   

 


